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Abstract
The author of this report is a volunteer with Daryeel Foundation a grassroots level
organisation work with Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) communities. The report follows
research conducted on crime among young people from Somalia and Somaliland in the UK.
The research is intended to address issues including the factors that lead to young people
from the target community not finishing school, and the reoffending rates among young
people from the target community. The research and its results will be used to make
parents more aware of the threats and challenges that their children face, encourage
parents to allow their children to connect with individuals from different backgrounds and
to help tackle the “perception/fear” of youth heading in the wrong direction. It is hoped
that the outcomes will lead to a substantial reduction in number of Somaliland and Somali
boys ending up in jail.
The information included in the report was gathered via the review of existing literature on
the topic, structured one on one interview with young people, parents, youth workers and a
police officer. Questionnaires were used with the questions designed to be as open ended
as possible to allow a wide variety of answers from respondents. The available literature
suggests that the number of young people from Somali backgrounds in prisons such as the
Feltham young offenders institute is disproportionately high. 63 out of the 2000
representing slightly over 3% of inmates at the institute are of Somali/Somaliland origin.
This is especially high considering that the community only represents a tiny minority of the
population.
According to the results of the questionnaire administered among young people, 40% felt
that they were either treated badly or terribly by the police. The feeling toward the police
service was however not entirely negative. 80% of the respondents stated that they felt sad
when they saw the police. 20% said that the police always protect young Somali people.
40% said they felt the police often protect young Somali people and 40% that members of
the force sometimes do. The exercise was also used to determine the reasons that make
young people become involved in crime. 20% of the respondents said they committed
crimes as a result of boredom, 80% said they did it to get money to buy stuff, 80% because
they were part of a gang and 20% stated that they committed crime because they were
angry with their parents. 60% of the young respondents felt that young people from
Somalia and Somaliland experience life in London that is different to young people from
other ethnic backgrounds. Another pertinent question concerned how young people feel
about having a criminal record. 80% were worried about having one while 20% responded
that they did not care.
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Among the main contributory factors to youth crime in the community is the breakup of
traditional extended family support networks that would have been available in the
countries of origin. There is also a mistrust of services and service providers, shame/stigma
around talking about problems within the family setting. The social and economic
disadvantage of the community is also an important factor.
The report also includes wide-ranging recommendations to help the community curb youth
crime. These include more education and awareness-raising among parents from the
community to enable them to help their children. The fact that many parents from the
community are not well educated has the potential to bring about breakdowns in their
relationships with their children. Parents should be encouraged to pay frequent visits to
their children’s schools to know exactly what they are involved in and how they are doing in
school.
Overall, there is an urgent need to rehabilitate some Somali and Somaliland youth who have
come from a conflict society. Efforts to rehabilitate young people should help to reduce antisocial behaviour and hopefully youth crime. In order to fully integrate them there is need to
keep some aspect of traditional culture in order to bridge the gap of that has been brought
about by their alienation with UK society.
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Chapter 1:
(i) Central aim and research plan
My name is Marso Abdi. I have been a volunteer for Daryeel foundation since
2003. I was also one of the co-founders who established the organisation in
Holland. In 2006 the foundation was re-located to London.
In 2011, the Daryeel Foundation began to campaign for the prevention of
youth crime. We hosted an event in Hillingdon to discuss prevention of crime
among local Somalian and Somalilander youth.
(Somalilander youth come from Somaliland, an unrecognised self-declared de
facto sovereign state that is internationally recognised as an autonomous
region of Somalia. Somaliland declared independence from the rest of Somalia
on 18 May 1991.)
Since the event in 2011, the Daryeel Foundation has been running a campaign
to tackle the different obstacles faced by troubled Somalilander youth and
their parents. We work to raise awareness of these problems, in an attempt to
prevent Somalilander youth becoming drawn to crime. We host a number of
community events to raise awareness of the campaign in the Somalilander
community and others in the local community. At one event a participant came
up with a suggestion regarding the establishment of a specialist rehabilitation
centre. Participants at the event were impressed by the work done at Degmo,
established in Presteigne, Wales, where English, Somalilander and Somali
culture are taught and integrated together.
The events have been well attended and have attracted interest from our local
MP of Hillingdon Borough, John McDonnel along with many Somalilander
people from the community. The events allowed us to hear people’s views.
There were lots of great discussions about how we can prevent our young
people getting involved in crime.
But now the foundation has found it necessary to base its research on issues
that may cause young Somali people to turn to crime. We sought consultation
from professionals working with young people – in particular a social worker
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from London has advised us to consider personal issues affecting young
people. She gave example of her son who was expelled from School for 3 days
because he touched one of his female classmates in what he thought was in a
friendly manner. She was informed by the teachers that he was expelled
because he had sexually harassed his classmate. It is interesting to note that he
did not know this term i.e. British cultural norms were not known to him. Not
surprisingly, he became traumatised and frustrated by the action taken against
him.
Often Somali youths have experienced trauma such as conflict and war
traumas, journey traumas, anticipation trauma and immigration trauma. Our
organisation is concerned that the current government and wider society do
not understand the complexity of the issue and therefore may struggle to
provide solutions.
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Training to campaign

Picture2: Around table how to cut Somali youth crime

2. Plan and aims
Purpose of research
To make parents aware of the threats / troubles that their children could
face, so that they can take an active role in creating a better future for
their children.
Encourage parents to allow their children to connect with individuals
from different backgrounds.
Tackle the “perception/fear” of youth heading in the wrong direction by
confronting the reality of the existence of the “perception/fear”
Through the above outcomes I hope to work towards a reduction in
number of Somaliland and Somali boys ending up in jail.
To assess the needs of Somaliland and Somali young offenders with
regards to rehabilitation
Introduction: Last year I was involved in a campaign to reduce Somali and
Somalilander youth crime. I organised a conference in Hillingdon as part of
this, which was attended by members of local Somali and Somaliander
community.
The key questions guiding the research are:
Why are young Somali children not finishing high school?
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What are the re-offending rates? How do they compare with young people
from other ethnic groups? What are the gender differences in anti social
behaviour and how can we explain them?

Research Plan
Defining the research questions
 What causes this level of youth crime?
Environment? Big city? Difficult with education system?
 What support is available for
a)

Preventing Somali youth crime

b)

Rehabilitation?

 What else needs to be done?
What data will be collected?
Hillingdon, Harrow, Hounslow Borough, Mosque
Ealing Mosque research for youth crime
Government policy and strategies on this (including training in
prison)
Government response
Interviews
Where will this information come from?
Police
Library
Internet research
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Meetings
Geographical museum
Somali mothers-their thought + ideas
Prisoners-current or ex-prisoners

Who will collect this data?
I will collect the data and also a volunteer from Daryeel Foundation.
How will the information be recorded?
On my laptop and also on my USB.
How will the information be put together or analysed in order to answer the
above questions?
By internet research, peer to peer, interviewing parents and their children who
were in contact with crime and wish to change their ways to come out of
trouble
How will the findings (the answers to the questions) be presented,
disseminated, used or passed on?
By giving a presentation
Putting research online
Feedback to youth groups by working together with different schools
Inform Somali project workers
Having behaviour workers working at schools
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(iii) Literature review
There is limited research available on this subject, and so I have had to search
widely to support our interests.
Youth crimes- general
Considering youth crime in general the statistics for Britain on average are
useful frame to begin to understand the issues.
In the Crime and Antisocial Behaviour Journal (2007) I found the following
statistics:
In the Youth Lifestyles Survey of 12-30 year olds, almost half (57% of
males and 37% of females) admitted to committing at least one of the
27 offences at some point in their lives.
A child is defined as under 18; a young offender as anyone aged
between 10 and 20. Youth courts manage most of these cases. The
number of youth in prison has doubled over the last 10 years (19952005).
68% of youth crime was listed as theft, handling stolen goods, burglary,
fraud, forgery and criminal damage.
Furthermore, in the article, the Edinburgh Study of Youth Crime found the
following:
Those who are victims of crime themselves are far more likely to
commit crimes
Routines and lifestyles have a very significant effect on crime levels
Those who spend the least time with their families commit the most
crime
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The article discusses the causes of youth crime and states that it is more useful
to concentrate on background experiences and life situations rather than just
punishing the youth.
Findings from the 2005 Offending, Crime and Justice Survey found that the
most common crimes were:
Assault 16%
Theft 11%
4% of young people had carried a knife in the last 12 months
Pathways out of crime were explored. The articles cite an example in Chicago.
In this case it is agreed that crime is higher in areas where there is a lot of
poverty and segregation but this is reduced when there is community
cooperation - neighbours, schools, police and community workers are working
on the issues.

Youth crimes – Specific
Demographics of young people in the youth justice system:
According to Youth Justice Board / Ministry of Justice Statistics bulletin
(published 26 January 2012), there were 85,300 young people under the
supervision of Youth Offending Teams (YOTs) in 2010/11. Males accounted for
78 per cent of the young people YOTs reported working with in 2010/11.
Young people from a White ethnic background accounted for 82 per cent of all
young people on the YOT caseload. Those from a Black ethnic background
accounted for seven per cent, those from an Asian ethnic background four per
cent, those from a mixed ethnic background for four per cent, and the
Unknown ethnic background two per cent. The Other ethnic background group
made up one per cent. These proportions are fairly stable since 2006/07.
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Proven offences by young people on the YOT caseload:
There were 176,511 proven offences committed by young people on
the YOT caseload in 2010/11, down 11 per cent from 2009/10.
The main offence types for young people in 2010/11 were; violence
against a person (including common assault) (21%), theft and
handling (19%) and criminal damage (11%).
Proven offences by young people on YOT caseload in 2010/11
In 2010/11, there were 176,511 proven offences by young people on the
YOTs caseloads which resulted in a formal disposal (either in or out of
court). The distribution of offences is shown below.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/163531/yjb-statistics-10-11.pdf.pdf

Government Policy
The UK Government's approach to tackling youth crime is through its Youth
Offending teams and various crime prevention programmes involving families
and the young people. Many of these are voluntary organisations.
There are various prevention programmes that work to keep young people
away from crime. They are run within local communities, and can involve
parents and families.
Young people are placed on these programmes if:
they have been in trouble with the police
they’re ‘at risk’ of committing a crime
they’re involved in anti-social behaviour
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Attending one of these programmes is voluntary. The young person and their
parents or carers have to be happy with everything before it starts.
Many programmes are run by the council’s local youth offending team or by
other local organisations like youth charities. (https://www.gov.uk/youthcrime-prevention-programmes/overview accessed on 23.05.2013)
The Government's Approach to Crime Prevention:
“We want to prevent youth offending and give young people a chance of a
better life. The Coalition Government's approach to preventing youth crime
will focus on tackling the risk factors that can lead to youth offending,
developing stronger community engagement, and improving the effectiveness
of sentencing. Through our emphasis on community engagement we will
encourage young people to influence neighbourhood priorities. A key initiative
will be the introduction of a National Citizen Service which envisages providing
16 year olds with an opportunity to develop the skills needed for active,
responsible
citizenship
and
community
involvement.
“(http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/701
/70104.htm accessed on 23.05.2013)

Somali Youth in Prison
It's hard to find exact statistics on how many Somali youth are in prison. The
Sun newspaper did a Freedom of Information request and claims that in
Feltham young offenders institute in Hounslow, the top ethnicity was Somali
(at 63 out of 2000 and approx. 600 ethnic minorities). This demonstrates a
disproportionately high number of Hounslow youth. However, anecdotal
evidence would suggest similar statistics in the local Hayes Somali community there are at least 20 families in Hayes who have reported that they have
children in Feltham Youth Offenders Institute, two of these cases are reported
to have involved the inmates being murdered.
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(iv) Methodology
I chose to do a survey and interviews, both of these tools can be either more
quantitative or qualitative. My interview was more qualitative as it was more
flexible and with open-ended questions. My Survey Monkey questionnaire was
more closed and thus quantitative.
I have come to the conclusion that it is a taboo for parents to let others know
their children are in jail.
An internet survey is a very quick means of reaching people. It's easy to
structure and answer. It allows for written information to be collected and
easily recorded. A survey is a tool to explore / find out what is happening. It's a
list of questions. It can be paper-based or electronic. I chose interviews as they
normally yield lots of information, allow face to face contact and the
interviewee can explain their answer. The interviewer can manage it more
easily. An interview is an appointment based and recorded meeting. It allows
eye contact and listening. You shouldn't put words in their mouth. It is
normally one to one but you can have a group interview too.
I chose to use both methods to give balance.
My plan is to organise a Somali/Somaliland TV programme where
Somali/Somalilander people can anonymously talk about their experience with
their children in jail. Also there will be a counselling facility. This will allow the
spread of awareness where to go to when there is need to counsel. There will
be another facility where an advisor will also be able to help how to prevent
any sort crime of and where to go to for more help.
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(v) Ethical considerations
I created an information sheet for participants and a consent form. I submitted
this to the Evelyn Oldfield Unit ethics panel and it was approved. As I reported
every person anonymously which allowed them to open up more, and be less
scared of what other might think.
The ones who I have taken the interviews from are able if they wish to see the
research online by request.
My ethics covered the following:
Gaining concept
Deception - There was no deception in my research.
Debriefing - I gave them the written information sheet and told them about my
research at the start of the interview.
Withdrawal from the investigation - I told them if they want to, they can cancel
the interview.
Confidentiality - That everything we talk about stays here and that I won't use
their name
Protection of participants - There was no possibility of physical or psychological
harm however, the information was sensitive and lots of people don't want to
talk about this (mothers whispered to me that their children had gone to jail).
If anyone got upset, I could have referred them to support organisations.
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Chapter 2: Research findings
Key issues identified
Less crime in other European countries.
20-25% in young offenders crime.
Issues with stop and search – Problems are present in the streets, in the
arrest procedure and in the overcharging sentence level- Prejudice on all
levels.
Issues with Somali parents not being aware/ understanding procedures.
There is weak links between local authorities & Somali Communities.
Relationship between Somali groups and mainstream society needs to
be established and sustained.
Mechanisms for linking them are there-but are not being utilised?
Dispersal notices- Has it reduced the levels of anti-social behaviour?
Statistical data needed.
Issues with transparency – lack of communication.
Issues at Primary school with educational attainment –need for early
intervention and support. - How can this be improved?
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Q1. How well are youth treated by the police?

Comments included:
What do you personally think about the police? Please explain your
answer.
Sometimes they stop for no reason.
They need more training on how to deal with or treat minorities.
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Q2. When you see a police officer, how safe would you say that you
feel?

Comments included:
“Because every criminal is frightened of the police”

Q3. Do you think the police protect Somali young people?
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. Would you consider becoming a police officer as a career? Yes/ no.
Please explain your answer
Never, because it doesn’t pay enough

Q4. When you think about youth crime, do you imagine that it is boys or
girls that are involved?

Do you think Somali youth commit more crime than other young groups?
Yes we separate ourselves in our country so we tend to do it there.
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Q5. These are the reasons often suggested why young people become
involved in crime – do you agree?
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Q6. Do you think Somali young people experience London differently
compared to other young people?

Comments included:
Do you think being Muslim help young people avoid crime? (Yes/no).
Please explain your answer.
1. Yes because if we abide by the Quran we won’t be in trouble.
2. Yes the culture and the Islamic tradition.
3. Yes, if parents teach their kids correctly about Islam it should teach
them the big difference between right and wrong and hopefully leave
them with a conscience or a much better awareness to avoid bad/terrible
situations.
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Q7. Your relationship with your teacher i.e. How much do you trust your
teacher

Comments included:
Do you feel that they understand what's happening in your life? (Yes/no).
Please explain your answer.
1.
2.

No because they don’t live in my shoes.
No, teachers are not psychologists; they are there to teach a
subject.
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Q8. Who are your role models? Tick as many as you like

Q9. YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR PARENTS. How much do
your parents understand your life?
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Comments included:
Does this affect your relationship with them? (Yes/no). Please explain
your answer.
1. No, luckily my parents were very well educated and thus helped
me through my growing up.

Q10. Are you worried about the effects of a criminal record? Please tick
the statement closest to your opinion

1.

Do you have any final comments you would like to make about
Somali youth and crime?
“The Somali community have been and are still going through
hardship due to the fact that their Country is in tatters (Civil War)
which has left most Somali youth with no social form or structure of
an Ideal family, in other words, no one to look up to or direct them
in their adolescent age. Most Somali youth are brought up by a
single parent and mainly within a large family (average 4 to 7 kids).
Majority of the Somali parents in the last 20 to 30 years have come
from a war torn Somalia with very little education if not none and
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when they arrived they faced many hurdles to name a few
psychological problems (because of the war), depression,
language barriers and due to many of these hurdles in my opinion
has left the Somali youths without objectives in life or belief in the
system they find themselves in.”

Interview with police officer
Sergeant Kevan Baylie, Uxbridge police
Interviewed on 13 Jun 2013
When asked why youth commit crime, the sergeant believed the
following:
Education was very important.
Young people need a mentor – from within the family or others who can
influence them.
Natural discipline has been lost (i.e. before children were threatened
with a smack but now this is not allowed).

Relationship with parents/ schools
The sergeant said there were a lot of police officers in the local schools.
However, he said the Somali community are hard to reach. He was
willing to work with the community on this (this is something Daryeel will
follow up). Over the next three years, they plan to involve more
ethnicities in becoming police officers.

How could the relationship be improved? If they are under 17 year old
they need to have parents involved when they are in custody. He said it
was hard to involve Somali parents. He said that it was not just Somali
parents a lot of parents from all backgrounds are hard to involve in the
custody process especially if the child keeps offending.
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Education in preventing youth crime?
There are systems in place to work with the youths e.g. young adult
services; giving warnings to youth (if not a serious crime) with the threat
the next time there will be more serious consequences to face; if there
are more youth services, supporting young people that would be better.
There is a programme for youth in Feltham prison to rehabilitate young
people.

How can we work together?
We can organise a conference and the police would attend and we can
further discuss how to work together.

Other observations/ points from the research:
One of the fathers interviewed told me he hangs where the youth hang
in order to prevent him from committing crime. He told me a police youth
crime officer at a meeting wanted to volunteer with them.
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Chapter 3: Discussion
I based my research on Somali youth crime in Great Britain and there
were several causes of this:
At a general level Somali and Somaliland communities in Britain are
socially and economically disadvantaged. At a more specific level the
breakup of the traditional extended family support networks (meaning
that problems which were normally solved collectively are placed on the
individual) Mistrust of services, shame/stigma around talking about
problems in the family impact negatively on Somali and Somalilander
boys, who are than more likely to become involved in drugs and gang
(violence) another factor influencing this is inter-ethnic tension between
different clan/tribe groups.

Youth crime
The young people interviewed stated that:
Boys were more involved than girls and the crime came about because
of a number of reasons. One person said that:

"Because they join gangs wishing to make money easily; those in gangs
already sell gangs target at vulnerable youth to force them to sell drugs.
Others who don't enjoy higher education often resort to commit crimes."

This matches the point in the literature review about crime and poverty. It
is also interesting that many are forced into committing crimes. The
father interviewed said that when he was following his son, he saw very
young children involved in selling drugs.
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Another young interviewee said that:

"I think it is youth overall and not a specific ethnic minority group. It has
to do with the youth not wanting to cooperate and listen to the adults and
have their own will. It has to do with who their friends are and even how
to prevent not being forced into committing crimes like selling drugs,
stealing and other types of crime."

Relationship with children:
They want to learn how to communicate with their children. They said
they wish to speak to their children and have eye contact with them as
this is not the case now. They thought that when their children
committed crimes they had done so because they were in the wrong
place at the wrong time.
Mothers were worried their children did not listen to them due to allowing
their children to have too much freedom. Back in Africa, children are
more afraid of their parents and obedient but here that is not the case.
They seem to think their parents are bluffing and do not respect their
parents rules.
They are worried about their children being misled. The example of the
father following his child around is a good example of that.
Relationship to schools
Overall amongst my interviewees, relationship with schools seemed
good. The students have lots of contact with the schools.
All of the parents I interviewed supported supplementary education and
wanted their children to be encouraged to behave better and be more
committed to education.
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Police
"They are not good as they do not fulfil their jobs to the fullest"
"They decimate Somali and other ethnic minorities as they are easy to
target and there is no trust"

"The police can be good and bad; they lack in many aspects such as
giving awareness to parents, communities and they are hard to reach"

They gave ideas of how to tackle this:
The police need to be more socially involved with the community to work
together to refuse crime.
Also support in saying no to peers when they are trying to make you
commit crimes.

Youth worker
The young people said they wanted a Somali youth worker in order that
they can communicate more easily.
The fact that mothers whispered to me is interesting as it shows the level
of taboo in the community. Some of the mothers i didn't dare to ask as
they have a second child in prison as I thought it might upset them.

Relationship with police:
The police in Hillingdon are willing to work with us and give us more
information, advice, and awareness.
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Overall Findings
In regards to the level of youth crime, according to Sergeant Kevan Baylie, a lack of
mentors contributes to youth crime. Results from the survey identified 80% of
participants thought youth wanted money for new stuff or to be part of a gang as the
top two causes of youth crime.
Currently, there is not enough effective support which is available for preventing
Somali youth crime. There are currently youth football programs available however;
these programs are not necessarily monitored well. In one case, one parent said
their child went to this football program and was exposed to drugs and other crimes
there.
In regards to rehabilitation, there is not support provided for this. There are no youth
clubs available to children to help them and keeping them busy.
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(ii) Recommendations
Somali parents need more education in order to help their children. Children’s
parents who are not able to read and write are being looked down upon by
their children. The technology moves so quickly that there's a big gap
between Somali parents and their children.
The parents should visit their children’s school often so that they are on track
to how children perform in school. It needs to be a lot more than that. This
would allow any bad behaviour to be reported to the parent directly.
Fiesta program!
Jobs for youth during the holidays
Drop-in facility, case workers working with Somali youth in schools,
Every school needs ethnic minorities working there so the children their see
role models (even volunteers).
Somali children need to be given pocket money. They need money of their
own - to learn how to manage their money and to not steal money. Or even
better to have a simple job.
The children need more sport in order to distract the children. Somalis are
good at running and like football (inspired by Mo Farah). There needs to be
more like this.
A channel of communication between the police and youth workers needs to
be improved on with regards to information sharing. This is because by doing
so; the youth workers will be able to tailor better programmes for not only
Somali youth but also their parents and this would enable youth workers to
tackle certain issue more sufficiently and effectively.
More centres such as Degmo, it provides an opportunity for the Somali youth
to reconnect to a place in terms of cultural difference. The government needs
to bridge this gap that is leading to many Somali males committing crimes
due to lack of understanding, at times, rebellion or simply cultural frustration
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(iii) The strengths and limitations of research
Survey Monkey was ok but we only got 5 participants – more time and some funding
would have made this better. More people in the study overall would make it
stronger.
The interviews were the best tool – the face to face was useful and the participants
really wanted to discuss the issues with me, particularly the parents.
The questions really were good - I would not change them.
After this research, the findings will be used for a TV programme. Parents will phone
in anonymously.
Meeting young people in prison would have made this stronger.
The research can be improved on with the establishment of better information
sharing across different boroughs who have suffered at the hands of Somali
youths. This will not only allow the research to address the major crimes or
difficulties faced by different government institutions but it will also expand on the
critical needs of the Somali youth which give youth workers sufficient knowledge and
clarity of what areas are in need to be tackled quicker as well as where improvement
needs to be made.
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